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Sustainable Transport

DfT proposals for delivering sustainable transport

The Department for Transport has published its latest thinking on Delivering a
Sustainable Transport System.

The document recognises that the biggest challenge is "tackling climate
change and growth together." It accepts that major cuts in transport emissions
must be achieved to meet the government's goal to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by at least 80% by 2050.

The document offers only broad ideas for achieving this goal. But it notes that
the government will publish proposals and policies for delivering the first three
carbon budgets (2008-12, 2013-17, 2018-22) required by the Climate Change
Bill soon after the carbon budgets are set early in 2009. This will include DfT's
proposals for how transport will contribute to achieving the budgets.

A separate document, Delivering a Sustainable Transport System:
Consultation on Planning for 2014 and beyond has been published. This
describes key challenges that face the transport networks, including tackling
climate change, and asks for comments.

Emissions-based parking charges.

In July 2001, Manouchehr Nahvi published a paper suggesting a pioneering
emission-based parking policy to help reduce traffic-based air pollution and
encourage drivers to switch to vehicles with lower emission.
(http://www.hsmassociates.eu/publicworkplacecarparkingcharges.pdf )

In 2007, London Borough of Richmond was the first local authority to
introduce a similar emission-based parking policy for residents, whereby
permit charges in Controlled Parking Zones are graduated according to a
vehicle’s CO, emissions.

Councillors in LBR were considering this week to extend their emission-
based parking policy to the second stage suggested in the above-mentioned
July 2001 paper and introduce an emission-based parking charges for
parking meters in the Borough.



Road Safety

UK’s new tow-part motorcycle test

A new two-part motorcycle test will be introduced in April, the Driving
Standards Agency (DSA) has announced.

The existing single-event test will be replaced by a new test that will be taken
in two parts. Bookings will be taken from 30 March 2009 at the latest, with the
first tests taking place on 27 April 2009.

Module 1 will contain the specified manoeuvres element of the test including
exercises designed to assess the rider's ability to control their machine safely,
including avoidance and emergency stop exercises.

Module 2 will include an eyesight test and at least 30 minutes of on-road
riding, assessing the rider's ability to safely interact with other road users.

Road Safety in Iran
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General News

Drivers on EU roads could be tracked wherever they are

The European Parliament’s Transport Committee has heard plans for the
European Union to set up so-called Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) which
would link travellers, vehicles and road infrastructure through new
communication technology.

Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) and traffic analysts considered
the benefits - less congestion and fewer accidents - as well as possible
problems relating to data protection. “Those systems will secure more efficient
transport, a better flow of transport, greener transport and safer transport,”
said MEP Anne E. Jensen of Denmark, who will draft the committee’s report
on the proposed directive on the deployment of ITS in road transport. “We
should focus on how we could actually ease the life of lorry (truck) drivers
driving down through Europe,” she said, but added that, “We don’t want to
end up with a surveillance society.”

“If you’re driving on an icy road, in future your car will automatically give this
information to other drivers who use the same road,” said Hermann Meyer of
the public-private partnership ERTICO-ITS which is developing intelligent
transport systems and services. He stressed that the new systems will
optimise traffic flow: “When you’re approaching an intersection, the traffic
lights will already know that you’re arriving and change to the green light.”

On the other hand, if a driver approaches a red traffic light without noticing it,
explained Meyer, the car can warn the driver and even intervene to save lives.
MEP Robert Evans of the United Kingdom said he was worried about people



relying on “this sort of autopilot of the car” and losing the skill to drive it
themselves. “Is there a danger that we replace drivers with complacent
computers?” he asked.

“Parliament and the Commission wanted eCall (a system which automatically
summons help in case of a road accident, even if the driver is incapacitated)
by 2010 as standard equipment,” said MEP Dieter-Lebrecht Koch of
Germany, asking if that would still be feasible. Meyer answered that, “What
we need is an understanding between the Member States and the vehicle
industry concerning a roadmap to introduce the system in the infrastructure.”
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